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SESSIONS

12:45 – 2:15 LUNCHEON PLENARY
How is State Government Fostering Innovation?
State Senator Ted Kanavas (R)
State Representative Peter Barca (D) (Invited)

2:30 – 3:45 PLENARY
Adapting to Change in the Current Funding Landscape
The recent economic crisis has dramatically impacted the ability of biotechnology companies to raise funds.  IPO markets have been virtually closed, 
venture capital (VC) funding is dramatically down and private equity has been unable to put together the kind of leveraged deals that were recently 
in vogue.  Few sectors are more challenged by this environment than biotechnology with its high investment needs and lengthy development cycles.  
Nevertheless, the anticipation of continued global growth in demand for healthcare and the potential for new breakthrough therapies and technologies 
means the long-term prospects for the biotechnology industry remains strong.    The panel of industry experts will address how biotechnology compa-
nies are adapting to changes in the funding landscape and also how these changes are accelerating the evolution of the industry.

Moderator: John Neis; Managing Director; Venture Investors
Robert F. Carey; Managing Director and Co-Head of Healthcare Investment Banking; JMP Securities
Barry Kurokawa; Founder and Managing Partner; ProMed Advisors, LLC
P. Schaefer Price; President and CEO; Pharmasset
Michael Wasserman, Ph.D.; HIG BioVentures

4:15 – 5:15 PLENARY
Creating the Vision for Biotechnology in the 2010s
Join members of BioForward’s board of directors for a panel discussion focused on the highlights of the day’s sessions in light of current challenges and 
opportunities in the industry.  Take stock of your own position and craft your strategies to survive, thrive and prosper into the next decade. 

Moderator: Nick Mischler; Co-Manager; Wisconsin Investment Partners (WIP)
Deven McGlenn; CEO; Neoclone
Paul Radspinner; President and CEO; FluGen, Inc.
Bryan Z. Renk; Executive Director; BioForward
Laura E. Strong, Ph.D.; President and COO; Quintessence Biosciences, Inc.
Trevor M. Twose; CEO; Mithridion, Inc.

OUR PLENARY KEYNOTE SPEAKER

OPENING KEYNOTE:   
CHALLENGES FOR BIOTECHNOLOGY IN THE 2010S
MR. STEVENSON has more than 20 years of sales, marketing, and international 
executive management experience in biotechnology.   He currently serves as President 

Invitrogen Corporation to form Life Technologies in November 2008.  Mr. Stevenson 
joined Applied Biosystems in Europe in 1998, and held roles of increasing responsibility 
in Europe and Japan.   He moved to the U.S. in 2004 to establish the Applied Markets 
Division of Applied Biosystems and in 2006 was named President of the Molecular 
and Cellular Biology Division of Applied Biosystems.  In 2007, Mr. Stevenson became 
Executive Vice President of Applied Biosystems, a role that expanded his responsibility 
to include formal oversight of Europe, Japan, Global Services and the Applied Markets 

region to these responsibilities. 

MARK STEVENSON
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Rapid Diagnostek, Inc. (RDI)  |  www.rapiddiagnostek.com
Rapid Diagnostek, Inc. has developed a patented biosensor platform that offers rapid, high sensitivity results in 60 sec-
onds, in one-step, without reagents, using a low-cost ($150) cell phone-sized instrument to detect pathogens, proteins 
and bio-molecules in blood, urine, saliva or other liquids.  The platform can be used in sophisticated, or low-skilled 

environments. The revenue “annuity” comes from the sale of the “consumables” i.e. disposable test sensors. The technology will be licensed to companies 
who will develop tests based on the sensor platform.  These companies will sell and distribute the platform in their respective markets.  Revenue will be 
generated as a licensee and manufacturer/supplier to commercial partners in multiple markets valued at $14B.  A liquidity event is planned for 2014.

Flex Biomedical, Inc  |  www.flexbio.com 
Flex Biomedical, Inc. develops and commercializes novel products for the treatment and diagnosis of orthopedic inju-
ries and diseases. Flex Biomedical’s lead product is a synthetic polymer, the Flex PolymerTM, that can serve as a joint 
lubricant that will be superior to the current therapies to relieve pain and increase mobility in osteoarthritis patients. 

A second product is a novel diagnostic tool, the Flex qCTATM, that can non-invasively diagnose osteoarthritis and other cartilage diseases much earlier and 
more accurately than current methods. The technologies were invented by Flex Biomedical co-founders Boston University Professor Mark Grinstaff, Harvard 
physician Brian Snyder, and Flex Bio VP Michel Wathier.  CSO Hideki Suzuki and CEO Sal Braico co-founded Flex Bio with these gentlemen.  The company has 
raised $1.4 million.

InvivoSciences, LLC  |  www.invivosciences.com
InvivoSciences, LLC researches and develops engineered, tissue-based assays that mimic human and animal functions.  
Our high-throughput system and ready-to-use tissues grown in a three-dimensional (3D) environment are predictive 
and cost-effective.  This platform technology enables personalized diagnostics and drug screening using predictive hu-
man cell-based tissue models that yield actionable data. Our goal is to bridge the gap between cell-based systems and 
isolated organ tissue systems or animal models, thereby providing an alternative to animal testing. This technology is 

goods and health. By harnessing the predictive power of integrative systems biology on high-content information 
gathered from engineered tissues, our work will improve many aspects of human health.

Semba Biosciences  |  www.sembabio.com

bed chromatography (SMBC). Semba’s Octave™ Chromatography System is a fully automated, benchtop deployable, 

and gram amounts of recombinant proteins and monoclonal antibodies from biological samples. In addition, the instrument can be used in biomass-to-
biofuel related research. 80% of Semba Biosciences Octave™ Chromatography System is made from parts manufactured in Wisconsin and 90% from U.S. 
manufacturers.

Echometrix  |  www.echo-metrix.com
Echometrix is a Madison-based developer of proprietary ultrasound technology, licensed from the Wisconsin Alumni Re-
search Foundation, which offers a new quantitative approach to the functional analysis of musculoskeletal injuries. Our 

image. Echometrix will improve injury diagnostics, while helping to address accelerating costs in musculoskeletal imag-
ing. Early studies demonstrate improvements in injury assessment when compared with traditional ultrasound. The company is well-positioned to address 
opportunities at the intersection of three growing markets: portable ultrasound, musculoskeletal imaging and orthopedics. For more information, please 
visit www.echo-metrix.com.
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EMERGING COMPANY SHOWCASE

AquaMost, LLC  |  www.aquamostlabs.com

called photoelectrocatalytic oxidation (PECO). The unique, light-activated electrodes that form the core of AquaMost’s innovation are based on years of 
basic R&D by UW-Madison Civil and Environmental Engineering Professor Marc Anderson. AquaMost ingeniously combined these electrodes with a source 
of ultraviolet (UV) radiation to create a patented device that destroys a wide variety of contaminants and pathogens in water. In cooperation with a key 
strategic partner, AquaMost is positioned to rapidly enter the $1.5 billion ER segment of the $30 billion worldwide wastewater treatment device market.

Be sure to visit the 2009 winners in the Exhibit Hall
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PRESIDENT
Laura E. Strong, Ph.D. 
President
Quintessence Biosciences, Inc.

TREASURER/PRESIDENT-ELECT
Deven McGlenn
CEO
NeoClone

Marsha Barwick
Marketing / Investor Relations

Jeanine A. Burmania
Licensing Manager
Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation (WARF)

Dennis Devitt
Associate Director M&L
Medical College of Wisconsin Research Foundation

Jim Fenster
Western Sales Manager
Flownamics, Inc.

Michael N. Liang, Ph.D.
Vice President
Baird Venture Partners

Ilke Panzer
VP of Diagnostic Labs
Blood Center of Wisconsin

Frederic G. Pla, Ph.D.
VP Corporate Business Development
Life Technologies

Paul Radspinner
President & CEO
FluGen, Inc.

Frederick A. Robertson M.D.
CEO
TomoTherapy Incorporated

Peter Sausen, Ph.D., DABT
Global Vice President, Nonclinical Integrated Drug Develepment
Covance Labratories, Inc.

Colin Scanes, Ph.D.
Vice Chancellor for Research & Economic Development, and 
Dean of the Graduate School
UW-Milwaukee

Brian Scanlan
Vice President of Corporate Development
Cambridge Major Laboratories, Inc.

Eric Stahre
General Manager, Premium CT
GE Healthcare

Jim Tidey
President & CEO
GTI Diagnostics

Trevor M. Twose, Ph.D.
CEO
Biopons, Inc. and Mithridion, Inc.

STAFF

Bryan Renk
Executive Director

Karen Dettinger, Ph.D.
Program Director

Jennifer Christianson
Marketing Manager / Select Savings Program Manager
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OUR BOARD & STAFF

BOARD
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

STRATEGIC PARTNER

Wisconsin Department of Commerce

PREMIER
University Research Park

VIP OPENING RECEPTION
Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek, S.C.

PROGRAM SPONSOR
Life Technologies

LUNCHEON PLENARY

CONFERENCE BAG
Hausmann-Johnson Insurance

BREAKFAST
GTI Diagnostics

NAME BADGES
First Business Bank

LANYARD
GTI Diagnostics

SEMINAR TRACK INTRODUCTION
Group Health Cooperative of South Central Wisconsin

SUMMIT VISIONARY
FluGen

LaVoie Group

Madison Gas and Electric

Mortenson Construction

NeoClone

UW-Madison CIBER/WAGE

Voltedge

HIGHLIGHTER
Aldevron

EMERGING COMPANY SHOWCASE
BloodCenter of Wisconsin

TomoTherapy

TECHNOLOGY
Aberdean Consulting

REFRESHMENTS
Vogel Bros. Building Co.

Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation (WARF)

REGISTRATION DESK
HGA Architects and Engineers

Next Generation Clinical Research
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SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR PLANNING COMMITTEE!

CO-CHAIRS
Laura E. Strong, Ph.D.; President; Quintessence Biosciences, Inc

Trevor M. Twose, Ph.D.; CEO; Mithridion, Inc.

COMMITTEE
Deron Curliss; Partner; Grant Thornton LLP

Andrew Morgan, R.Ph.; VP, Quality Operations/Site Manager Genzyme

Frederic Pla, Ph.D.; VP Corporate Business Development; Life Technologies

Peter Sausen, Ph.D., DABT; Vice President, Nonclinical Integrated Drug Develepment, Covance Labratories, Inc.

Paul Wrycha; Partner; Foley & Lardner LLP
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Life Technologies enables people to 
accelerate scientific exploration, driving to 
discoveries and developments that make 
life even better.

We are pleased to support BioForward 
and its members in their commitment to 
advancing biotechnology.  

© 2009 Life Technologies Corporation. All rights reserved. The trademarks mentioned 

herein are the property of Life Technologies Corporation or their respective owners.

www.lifetechnologies.com
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