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There are two very significant events for WBMA members in October that I would like to 

encourage you to attend. 

 

The MidAmerica Healthcare Venture Conference will be held on October 1-2 at the Westin 

Hotel in Cincinnati.  This conference was previously offered annually by BIO and was called 

the BIO MidAmerica Venture Forum. The last BIO-sponsored event was held in September 

2007 in Milwaukee.  

 

In previous years, we have had 15-25 companies who had their applications approved to 

present to investors from across the country.  This conference is for companies seeking 

Series A and B financing.  Additionally, there will be a pre-conference session for ñup and 

comingò companies on September 30
th
 from 3-5pm.   

 

Please see the application process on page 8 of this newsletter under ñEvents in the Newsò 

for details and contact information.  

 

The WBMA Annual Conference is the other significant October event. On October 22
nd

 we 

will focus on a topic that you have told us is very important:  BUILDING STRATEGIC 

PARTNERSHIPS AND ALLIANCES. Based on your input the WBMA has put together a 

strong conference with several tracks that will feature large pharmaceutical and medical 

device companies presenting their criteria for selecting partners, as well as learning sessions 

on such topics as ñStructuring and Managing Collaborations to Avoid Pitfallsò, ñEmerging 

Solutions to Funding Challengesò and ñDeveloping Virtual Partnershipsò.  

 

The day will include multiple tracks and a variety of stimulations sessions. Additionally, 

Congressional Leaders will keynote the ñJust Before Election Dayò luncheon to discuss each 

partyôs view of the life science industryôs impact on the new economy.  

 

The second annual ñRising Starò awards will also be presented on October 22
nd

!  See page 4 

for complete details.  

 

You will want to attend!   

2 Really ñBIG Showsò 

Mailing Address: 
455 Science Drive, Suite 160 
Madison, WI 53711 

 

Main Telephone Number:  
608-236-4693 
Fax: 608-236-4695 
info@wisbiomed.org 

 
Jim Leonhart  
Executive Director 
Telephone: 608-236-4753 

jll@wisbiomed.org 

 
Karen Dettinger 
Operations Director 
Telephone: 608-236-4756 

kdettinger@wisbiomed.org 
 
Jennifer Christianson 
Office and Marketing Manager 
Telephone: 608-236-4693 

jchristianson@wisbiomed.org 

 

UUUPPPCCCOOOMMMIIINNNGGG   

EEEVVVEEENNNTTTSSS   
 

 
August 13, 2008 

 WBMA Madison Breakfast ï 

Sponsored by Airgas  

ñLife After Acquisitionò 

 

August 27, 2008 

 WBMA Milwaukee Breakfast 

ï Sponsored by WE Energies 

ñUtilizing Act 255 to Help 

Milwaukee Area High 

Risk/High Tech Startupsò 

 

September 21-23, 2008 

 World Stem Cell Summit, 

Alliant  Energy Center 

 

October 22, 2008* 

 WBMA Annual Conference  

* Note Revised Date 

ñBuilding Strategic 

Partnerships and Alliancesò 
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DDDiiiddd    YYYooouuu   KKKnnnooowww   
ïïï   MMMeeemmmbbbeeerrr    
BBBeeennneeefff iii tttsss???   

   
Donôt forget to take 

advantage of the benefits 

available to WBMA 

members through our 

Purchasing Consortium.   

 

Complete list of members 

available online at 

www.wbma.org, click on 

ñmember servicesò, then 

ñpurchasing consortiumò.   

 

Featured vendor: OfficeMax 

ï save on offices supplies.  

TIP:  Visit the following 

website to utilize the WBMA 

member pricing at 
www.officemaxsolutions.com 

 

If you prefer to shop in the 

retail store, contact Jenny for 

the Member Savings Card if 

you havenôt received one. 

JJJuuulllyyyôôôsss   BBBrrreeeaaakkkfffaaasssttt   RRReeecccaaappp   
   

 
 
 
Thank you to Peter Szotkowski from Vogel Bros. Building Co. for 
sponsoring Julyôs record breakfast ï We broke Juneôs record of 100 
attendees!  For those unable to attend, the opening presentation topic was 
Economic Update:  So Whatôs Happening with Construction Costs?   
 
Next up, our Best of BIO 2008 Wisconsin Stars showcased their 2008 BIO 
presentations they made in San Diego: Chuck Oehler from Primorigen and 
Ayla Annac from InvivoSciences  were invited by BIO to present at the 
Business Forum at the recent convention. Their topics were as follows:  
 
Primorigen Biosciences: A New Approach to an Old Problem: Advancing 
Cell Therapy Research through Improved Protein Detection. 
 
InvivoSciences: Tissue-based, High-content Drug Screening System & 
Model Tissues for Drug Discovery  
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Networking 

Events! 

JJJoooiiinnn   uuusss   fffooorrr   AAAuuuggguuusssttt   BBBrrreeeaaakkkfffaaassstttsss         

   

 

 

Madison Sponsored by:   

 

 

 

Madison:   
Our August host and sponsor Jason 
Ries and Rick Roofe from Airgas will 
open the presentations with a brief 
discussion around How to Optimize 
Laboratory Space? Weôll then move to 
the lead topic of the day: Life After 
Acquisition featuring two companies 
who have recently gone through this 
process.  
 
Roche NimbleGen:  
Janti Masani, VP of Marketing 
 
Third Wave Technologies:  

Kevin Conroy, President & CEO  
 
Date:  Wednesday, August 13, 2008 
Time:  7:30 ï 9:00 a.m. 
Location:  510 Charmany Drive,  
Room 50 in University Research Park 

Milwaukee Hosted by:   We  Energies 

Sponsored by:   

Visit www.wisbiomed.org to register to attend either or both events. 
 

Milwaukee:   
Utilizing Act 255 to Help Milwaukee 
Area High Risk/High Tech Startups! A 
panel of business and government 
experts will discuss how start ups can 
take better advantage of investor tax 
credits offered through this unique 
legislation.  
 
This August 27th breakfast event is co-
sponsored by the WBMA and 
Successful Entrepreneur Investors of 
Milwaukee. It will be hosted by We 
Energies.  
 
Date:  Wednesday, August 27, 2008 
Time:  7:30 ï 9:00 a.m. 
Location:  WE Energies 
231 W. Michigan Street                   
Milwaukee, WI  53203 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:  Wednesday, August 27, 2008 
Time:  7:30 ï 9:00 a.m. 
Location:  WE Energies,  
 

 
 

http://www.wbma.org/
http://www.officemaxsolutions.com/
http://www.wisbiomed.org/


 

 

 

WWWBBBMMMAAAôôôsss   333
rrrddd

   AAAnnnnnnuuuaaalll   VVVeeennndddooorrr   FFFaaaiiirrr   &&&   BBBBBBQQQ   
 

   
WWWeeelllcccooommmeee   OOOuuurrr    

NNNeeewwweeesssttt    
MMMeeemmmbbbeeerrrsss!!!    

 
 Bucherview 

Metrology Services  

 Strang 

 WI Assoc of 
Independent Colleges 
and Universities 
(WAICU) 

 
The next time you see 

them at an event, please 
be sure to take the time to 
say ñhiò and welcome them 

to our association. 
 

Remember, your company 
is a member of WBMA so if 
any of your colleagues are 

not receiving 
announcements, please 

send an email to 
info@wisbiomed.org to be 
added to the contact list. 
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Thank you to all that attended! 
 
We had approximately 150 WBMA members stop by to meet our Purchasing 
Consortium partners on Wednesday, July 16th.  Despite the warm and humid 
weather, our vendors and members enjoyed themselves at the BBQ while winning 
some fun prizes.  See the list below!   
 
A special note goes to each vendor that was able to attend and help with the set-up 
and tear-down of the event.  We noticed quite the gathering around the Biotech 
Happy Hour Table that had its own ¼ barrel of Spotted Cow! We missed out on the 
photo opportunity of Don Zukowski from Fisher Scientific as Executive Chef and 
Alex Vodenlich from Gentel as the official bartender, but hope you enjoy the photos 
below.  
 
Special Note, WBMA donated a new charcoal grill to the UW Research Park for all 
to enjoy - Happy Grilling Season! 
 
Aberdean:  Favre commemorative papers and polo shirt 
Airgas:  Nano iPod 
Aramark:  3 - $100 product certificates 
Dean Health Plan:  Rolling cooler, lawn chair and golf umbrella 
HR Group:  Master grilling set 
LabTech Midwest:  Nano iPod 
Mettler Toledo:  2 - $25 best buy gift certificates 
Office Max:  4 packages ï Tul highlighters and label maker 
Quincy Resource Group:  12 titleist golf balls 
WBMA:  Nintendo Wii and portable dvd player 
 
A special note of thanks to Tony Pharo of Scarab Genomics, our Purchasing 
Consortium Manager. 

 
 

 

mailto:info@wisbiomed.org

